KNIGHTS OF ST. COLUMBA

PROVINCE 30 - WESTMINSTER WESTERN 
Minutes of 321st Provincial Council meeting held in 

The Upper Room, Botwell House, Hayes on Tuesday 3rd March 2020
	“Through working together we are able to commit to an open and collective debate, establishing new ideas, goal setting and achieving quality changes for the good of our Province.


Meeting opened according to ritual at 8.10pm.
Chaplains address.  Fr Duncan spoke about the ‘Rededication of England as the Dowry of Mary’. On Sunday 29th March, a personal rededication as the Dowry of Mary will take place in Westminster, Walsingham, and every Cathedral, and every co-operating parish, and in as many homes as possible around the country.  
Attendance. There were 24 Brothers in attendance representing 10 councils. The PGK welcomed Bros Chika Donatus Okezue and Samuel Uwechue from Wembley Cl 982 also visiting Bro Randolph Ian Velasquez from Cl 399 Uxbridge.
Apologies. Bros Bertie Grogan – Cl 970 and Denis Sellu – Cl 963.
Councils not represented: Cl 330 – Ruislip; Cl 385 – South Harrow; Cl 422 – High Wycombe & Cl 963 Yeading.  Council 385 South Harrow will be closing at the end of March.
Minutes of the 320th meeting were proposed and accepted with no matters arising. 
Correspondence:  

· The March bulletin from Head Office had been circulated.
· A request received from Fr Andrew Gallagher – Precentor of Westminster Cathedral to assist in the carrying of the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham in the cathedral at the opening Mass of the Dowry of Mary tour on Thursday 19th March at 5.30pm.  At least four able-bodied people are required to do this.  Please contact the PGK if you are able to attend

Finance & Administration
Bro Julien Melville proposed three reports for adoption. 
       ●     The George Marriot Fund report was proposed for adoption.       

           Only one request for funds had been received. Any council can apply for a grant for a priest or 
           seminarian who is in need of financial assistance. Councils were asked to renew their annual
           subscription for 2020 and reminded that this is a voluntary subscription and should be based on their
           individual means.
           The PGK asked Bro Julien to email all Councils with a reminder regarding their donation. 

                                                                                                                                   The report was adopted.
· The Finance report was proposed for adoption.
Monies held in the Catholic Building Society at HO had now been recovered and lodged in the General Fund.  Bro Julien urged any Council who has money in the Catholic Building Society to apply for a transfer back into their own account.                                            The report was adopted.

          ●       The Administration report was proposed for adoption. 
            Brother Julien commented that only five councils had been represented at the meeting with one
            apology.  Eight councils had been absent.  To date only £671.00 received for the Grand National
            Draw, any outstanding money should be with him as a matter of urgency.   The report was adopted.
            Bro Mike Bagness explained a change in making the monthly 100 club draw, it would now be made

            at the monthly Provincial meeting either Provincial Council, Provincial Committees or Provincial
            Officers.  As Bro Julien is present at these meetings winning cheques can be made and issued at

            the time. 

            Reference was also made to an article in the current Roundabout re. attendance at Provincial 

            Committee meetings, all brothers were asked to respond.
Membership & Development
Bro John Hibberd proposed his report for adoption. 
· Only three councils had attended the last membership committee meeting, it is imperative that councils are represented at the meeting. If unable to attend, please present an apology and submit a report on your council activities. 
· Wembley Council 982.  Brothers had recently visited Hanwell Cl 163 to gain experience in Council procedures. They are having their installation of Officers and Recruitment Drive on Sunday 5th April during the 11.00am Mass.

· Ruislip Council 330 is holding an Open evening for Parish Groups on Friday 24th April at 6.00pm.
                                                                                                                        The report was adopted.
Spirituality & Welfare.
Bro Denis Barry proposed his report for adoption
· Mrs Ann Collins, wife of Brother John, had a fall at home and is slowly recovering. 
· Keep Bro Denis advised of details of any sick brothers and remember all our brothers and their families in your prayers.                                                                                  The report was adopted
Action & Youth    Brother Eric Joseph proposed his report for adoption.                                                                                                        
· Bro John Lynn explained that 4th/5th May 2020 will be the 50th anniversary of the St Edmund Campion relic pilgrimage and the 40 Martyrs, including St Richard Reynolds. In this special year, can all Councils consider taking the relic for at least one Mass?
· St Edmund Campion Relic Pilgrimage enters our Province on Sunday 7th June. Uxbridge Cl 399 will be responsible for collecting the relic from The Holy Family Church in Langley on Sunday 5th July for their Mass in Hillingdon on Monday 6th July.  If you would like to have the relic in your church for next year, please contact Bro John Lynn now.                                             The report was adopted

Social    Bro Denis Barry presented his report for adoption
· A Race Night has been arranged for Friday 15th May in St Joseph’s Social Hall, Hanwell
            commencing at 7.30pm.                                         
· Sponsored Walk for the Provincial Project will take place Sunday 7th June from Hanwell.

                                                                                                                                   The report was adopted
 Election of Provincial Officers 2020/21
The following brothers were elected to Provincial Office for the period 2020/21

Grand Knight – Bro Eric Joseph


Administration & Finance – Bro Julien Melville
Membership & Development – Bro John Hibberd
Spirituality & Welfare – Bro Denis Barry.

Action & Youth – Bro Tony Berkeley


Minutes Secretary – Bro Mike Bagness.

Warden – Bro Ben Almeida



Deputy PGK – Bro Tony Berkeley 

Fr Duncan Adamson kindly agreed to continue with his appointment as Provincial Chaplain. 

Bro Denis Barry was re-appointed as Social Secretary 

Bros Angelo Manarajah MBE and Gerard Kieran will continue as auditors. 
Any Other Business for the Good of the Order 
· Bro Eric Joseph presented certificates for the prizewinning Nativity scene paintings to Cls 295, 330, 422 and 984.
· Installation of Provincial Officers will take place at St Bernadette’s, Long Lane, Hillingdon on Sunday 22nd March during the 11.00am Mass.  Light refreshments will be served in the Church Hall following the Mass.

· Installation of the officers for Cl 163 Hanwell will take place on Sunday 15th March at St Joseph’s, Hanwell during the 12 noon Mass.

· List of officers for the Provincial Directory to Bro Mike Bagness ASAP
There being no further business, the meeting closed according to ritual at 9.45pm.
………………………………
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